
Page 1 of 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 1, 2023 - 10:30 AM 
First Sunday after Christmas 

 
 
Gathering 
Words of Greeting and Life of the Church  

L: Blessings to you, servants of God. 
P: We lift up our hands and bless the Lord! 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made; 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
Prelude Still, Still, Still arr. Brent Ekstrom 

Katie Staudt (handbells) and Jim Klein (keyboard) 
 

(Please stand as you are able)  
Call to Worship 

L: We recount the gracious deeds of God, 
 all the praiseworthy acts the Lord has done for us: Isa. 63:7 
P: Praise God for coming to dwell among us, Immanuel.  
L: Praise God for the good news of Jesus, the pioneer 
      of our salvation. Heb. 2:10 
P: Praise God for making us brothers and sisters in Christ. Heb. 2:11 
L: Praise God who is present with us still, lifting us up 
      and carrying us. Isa. 63:9 
P: God’s glory shines in heaven and on earth. 
      Praise the Lord! Ps. 148:13, 14 
L: Let us worship God! 

 
(Please remain standing) 
Opening Hymn #187 I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day WALTHAM 
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(Please be seated) 
Call to Confession 
  
Unison Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, in great love you have claimed us 
     as your children. 
We confess that we have not loved you as we should. 
We have not participated fully in your purposes 
     and plans; 
we grow weary and give up when the way is hard. 
We have not loved our brothers and sisters as you intend.  
Complacent in the presence of injustice and violence, 
we fail to recognize our own complicity. 
Forgive us, especially when we fail to  
     protect children Matt. 2:16, 18 
so vulnerable and precious in your sight. 
Forgive our misuse of power against people, 
and against your creation. 
Help us to praise you by living in harmony and peace. 
Do not be ashamed of us, we pray, Heb. 2:11 
but strengthen us in our time of testing. Heb. 2:18 
Set us free from fear 
that we may wholly trust in you. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,  
who shared our flesh and blood. Heb. 2:14 

 
(Silent Confession)     
 
L:  Amen.  

 
(Please stand as you are able) 
Gloria Patri, Hymn #670  GLORIA PATRI (GRETOREX) 
 
Declaration of Pardon 
 

Passing of the Peace 
(Please be seated)   
 
Anthem Hallelujah! No. 44 Chorus from “Messiah” G. F. Handel 
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Call to Offering 
 

Offertory      Brightest and Best arr. Mark Hayes 
Katie Staudt (handbells) and Jim Klein (keyboard) 

  
(Please stand as you are able) 
Doxology, Hymn #668  OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 
 
The Word 
 
Reading of Scripture  Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 
many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. 
That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, 
 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
 in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
 

13 And again, 
 

“I will put my trust in him.” 
 

And again, 
 

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
 

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps 
the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has 
suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 

 L:  The Word of our Lord. 
 P:  Thanks be to God! 
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(Please remain seated) 
Response, Hymn #201       Emmanuel McGEE 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Reading of Scripture Matthew 2:1-23 
 

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 
too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 
 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 
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region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 
prophet Jeremiah: 
 

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child 
and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus 
was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went 
and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might 
be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

 
 L:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 P:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  “Herods in Our Midst”           

The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 
Hymn of the Day #210        Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light ERMUNTRE DICH  
     MEIN SCHWACHER 
(Please remain standing) 
Affirmation of Faith 

 
WE BELIEVE in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
WE BELIEVE in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
WE BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
WE BELIEVE in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
(Please be seated) 
Prayers of the People, concluded with The Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
Sending 
Benediction 
 
Postlude As with Gladness Men of Old arr. Brendt Ekstrom 

Katie Staudt (handbells) and Jim Klein (keyboard) 
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HERODS IN OUR MIDST 
Matthew 2:1-23 

Pastor Daniel A. Storvick 
 
 Ever feel like your faith is as dry as the Prescott forest waiting for rain?  Like it is not 
living and vibrant?  Feel like you have more doubts than faith?  Like you don't get any answers 
to your prayers?  Like you have a hard time doing what you know is right, even though you 
know you should?  Like the thrill and the spirit of Christmas vanished like a rain cloud over 
Granite Mountain? It could be that a “little Herod” has gotten in and killed the Spirit of Christ 
within you.  
 
Herod’s Character, maybe OURS?? 
Jealous, Scheming, Disbelieving, Willful, Power-Hungry, Selfish  
Some of OUR added Herods: Anger? Disbelief? Disobedience? Unconfessed sin?  
Gossip? Greed? Unforgiveness? Bitterness?  
Which little Herods invade your life of faith? 
 
We can learn from Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus how to escape our Herods. 
LISTEN  “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20; also 2:13)) 
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27) 
“I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). 
“Blessed is the one  . . . whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates 
day and night” (Psalm 1:1-2). 
TRUST--“Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word’” (Luke 1:38). 
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths”” (Prov. 3:5-6). 
“I know whom I have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12). 
“These words are trustworthy and true” (Revelation 21:5). 
DISCERN:--“The Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you’” (Matthew 2:13). 
“Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ when you turn to 
the right or when you turn to the left” (Isaiah 30:21). 
“It is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent” (Philippians 1:9-10). 
EXPECT CHALLENGES--“Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea . . . When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Matthew 2:1, 3). 
“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). 
OBEY-- Joseph “rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and 
remained there until the death of Herod” (Matthew 2:14-15, also1: 20, 24). 
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Assisting in Worship: 
Liturgist: Beth Wingate 

Ushers: Beth Wingate, Sharon Tootle, Sandy Stamper, Jean Risdon 
Larry & Shirley Culver, Mike Vest & Lolly Platt 

Greeter and Coffee Fellowship Coordinator: Karen Thorstad 
 

Mountain Reformed Church 
Mailing address: 1925 Timber Point West, Prescott, AZ 86303 

www.mountainreformed.org 
 

Linda Hoover, Treasurer: linda@lindahooveraccounting.com; 928-499-0409 
Larry Culver, Director at Large: lgculverpc@gmail.com; 623-229-6137 

Ryan Gastonguay, Director at Large/Minister of Music: ryan@mountainreformed.org; 928-277-6428 
 
Welcome to Mountain Reformed Church! 
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today! The vision of our 
church is to provide an open door to relationship with God for all through worship, 
teaching God’s Word, and by celebrating with music and the arts. Our mission is simple: 
All Glory to God! Our church is independent and non-denominational, with a theology 
based in the reformed way of being Christian. Please see our website at 
www.mountainreformed.org for more information about our church. 
 
Facility Fund 
We are growing! MRC is now looking for a semi-permanent location and we are creating 
a facility fund to support this effort. If you would like to contribute, please write “facility 
fund” on your offering envelope.  
 
Daily Texts 2023 
The 2023 edition of Daily Texts is now available for ordering. Go to 
GroundUpGrace.com or call 763-260-1507 to order. $13.95 plus postage. If you would 
like more information about this text, please contact the Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick 
(dastorvick@gmail.com or 928-710-0835). 
 
MRC Men’s Fellowship 
The men of MRC will hold their monthly breakfast gathering tomorrow morning, January 
2, at Zeke's Eatin' Place in the Frontier Shopping Center, at 8am. All men are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 
 

12/24/2022 Worship Attendance: 62 
Bank Balances as of 12/27/2022: $37,826 

 


