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December 24, 2022 – 6:00 PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 
 
Gathering 
Words of Greeting and Life of the Church  

L: Give thanks to the One who is coming to save us!  
P: Hear the voice crying in the wilderness John 1:23 
      “Make straight the way of the Lord” 
L: Emmanuel is coming! 
P: Let us rejoice in His light! 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath 

We have watched; we have waited 
in hope.  
for peace.  
in joy!  
with love.  
Now our redemption draws near!  
 
L: Glory to God in the highest! 
P: Alleluia! Amen! 

 
Prelude The First Noel arr. Joshua Evanovich 
 Katie Meyers (violin) and Ezra Hawthorne (piano)  
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(Please stand as you are able)  
Call to Worship 

L: Do not be afraid; for see–  Luke 2:10-15 
 I am bringing you good news of great joy. 
P: To us is born this day in the city of David 
 a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
L: This will be a sign for you: 
 you will find a child wrapped in cloth 
 and lying in a manger. 
P: Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace! 
L: Let us go now to Bethlehem.  

 
(Please remain standing) 
Opening Hymn #199 O Come, All Ye Faithful LATIN HYMN 
 
(Please be seated) 
The Word 
 
Reading #1 of Scripture Luke 2:1-7 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David.  
 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
Hymn #208 Away in a Manger CRADLE SONG 
 
Reading #2 of Scripture Luke 2:8-12 
 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  
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And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord.  
 
And this shall be a sign unto you; 
You shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  
 
Anthem      O Love So Small Carter/Beall 
 
Reading #3 of Scripture Luke 2:13-20 
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 
 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  
 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Hymn #184 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 

 
Invitation to the Offering 

 
Offertory O Holy Night arr. Christopherson 

 Linda Hoover (soprano) and Bob Enoch (clarinet)  
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Sermon  “Reflections of Joseph”           

The Rev. Dr. Gene Grimm 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 L: God of glory, by your grace            Isa. 9:2–7 

a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests on his shoulders, 
and in his name we pray. 

 
L: Wonderful Counselor, 

 P:  we pray for wisdom for the world’s leaders, 
that they may use their power to lift burdens 
and break the bonds of oppression. 
 

L:  Mighty God, 
P:  we pray for the church of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

that you will multiply and increase our joy 
as we share in the harvest you have gathered. 
 

L: Everlasting Father, 
P:  we pray for families, friends, and loved ones, 

that those who now walk in deep darkness 
may see the great light of your saving love. 
 

L:  Prince of Peace, 
P:  we pray for an end to violence and warfare, 

that your authority may continue to grow 
until there is endless peace in every land. 
 

L:  Lord of hosts, establish your holy realm 
with justice and righteousness, 

  from this time on and forevermore. Amen. 
 
We Share the Light of Christmas (The light will be passed as we sing “Silent Night”) 
 
Hymn #206 Silent Night STILLE NACHT 

 
Sending 
Charge 
  
(Please stand as you are able)  
Closing Hymn #181 Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come ANTIOCH 
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Benediction 
  
Postlude   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! Jason W. Krug 
 Katie Meyers (violin) and Ezra Hawthorne (piano)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flowers today say Happy Birthday, Jesus! We join the angles and shepherds, rejoicing 

the birth of our Savior and Messiah! 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: 
Liturgist: Lyndi Peacock 

Ushers: Beth Wingate, Sharon Tootle, Sandy Stamper, Jean Risdon 
Larry & Shirley Culver, Mike Vest & Lolly Platt 

Greeter and Coffee Fellowship Coordinator: Karen Thorstad 
 

Mountain Reformed Church 
Mailing address: 1925 Timber Point West, Prescott, AZ 86303 

www.mountainreformed.org 
 

Tom Ruloff, President: truloff@yahoo.com; 810-459-8091 
Sharon Tom, Vice President: sharonctom@yahoo.com; 415-722-9789 

Linda Hoover, Treasurer: linda@lindahooveraccounting.com; 928-499-0409 
Larry Culver, Director at Large: lgculverpc@gmail.com; 623-229-6137 

Ryan Gastonguay, Director at Large/Minister of Music: ryan@mountainreformed.org; 928-277-6428 
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Welcome to Mountain Reformed Church! 
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today! The vision of our 
church is to provide an open door to relationship with God for all through worship, 
teaching God’s Word, and by celebrating with music and the arts. Our mission is simple: 
All Glory to God! Our church is independent and non-denominational, with a theology 
based in the reformed way of being Christian. Please see our website at 
www.mountainreformed.org for more information about our church. 
 
Upcoming Services 
There will not be a service on Christmas Day. Enjoy your time with family and friends! 
Our service next Sunday (New Year’s Day) will also be at the Event Spot on Highway 
69 in Prescott Valley (6520 E. 1st St.) at our usual 10:30am.  
 
Facility Update 
We are growing! MRC is now looking for a semi-permanent location and we are creating 
a facility fund to support this effort. If you would like to contribute, please write “facility 
fund” on your offering envelope. We value your input and financial support to help this 
happen! 
 
Daily Texts 2023 
The 2023 edition of Daily Texts is now available for ordering. Go to 
GroundUpGrace.com or call 763-260-1507 to order. $13.95 plus postage. If you would 
like more information about this text, please contact the Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick 
(dastorvick@gmail.com or 928-710-0835). 
 
Pastor on Call 
The Rev. Dr. Gene Grimm will be the Pastor on Call for the rest of the calendar year. If 
you would like to get in touch, feel free to email eugenegrimm@me.com or call 928-925-
6057. 
 
MRC Name Badges 
If you would like an MRC name badge, please send your name as it should appear to 
Mary Bricker: marybricker18@gmail.com and she will have one made.  
 
MRC Bulletin and Weekly Email 
Would you like to place an announcement in the Sunday bulletin or “This Week at 
Mountain Reformed Church” email? Please send your info to Emily Lawhead at 
ejlawhead@gmail.com. The deadline is Monday evening of each week for the coming 
weekend, but we always appreciate as much notice as possible. 
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Prayer Ministry and Prayer Chain 
Prayer cards are now available at the usher’s table. If you would like to be a part of our 
prayer ministry and prayer chain, please indicate this on your welcome card. Lyndi 
Peacock coordinates this ministry, and she will send prayer requests to you by email: 
lyndi@milehighlending.com. You can also call or text Lyndi at 928-899-2085. 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prayer shawls serve as a tangible reminder of God’s love for those who are walking 
through difficult times. A prayer shawl can bring great comfort! Shawls can also be given 
in celebration of milestones such as graduations, weddings, and new babies. Our shawls 
are lovingly created by Sharon Tom, Barbara Poland, Sheri Simpson, and Debra Ochoa. 
Please let us know if you have someone who needs a prayer shawl! Recipients do not 
have to be local. Anyone with a love for knitting or crochet is welcome to participate in 
this ministry as well. Please email Sharon: sharonctom@yahoo.com. 
 
Card Ministry 
Cards for encouragement, celebration, sympathy, get well, birthdays, and more can be 
mailed out via our Card Ministry. Sheri Simpson, Carolyn Peterson, Lyndi Peacock, Pam 
Rineholt, and Beth Wingate are coordinating this ministry and can always use donations 
of cards and stamps. Please let us know if you have someone whose day would be 
brightened by receiving a card from Mountain Reformed Church! Please email Sheri: 
charlieandsheri@gmail.com. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers in several areas to help facilitate worship. If you would like to help, 
please let us know! We need Ushers, Liturgists, Coffee Fellowship Helpers, Setup 
Assistants, Sound Technicians, and Camera Operators. 
 
Flowers 
Sheri Simpson coordinates our Flower Ministry. If you would like to commemorate a 
special occasion by providing flowers, please ask an usher to guide you to the flower 
sign-up chart. 
 

12/18/2022 Worship Attendance: 54 
Bank Balances as of 12/21/2022: $35,819 
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