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December 11, 2022 - 10:30 AM 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Gathering 
Words of Greeting and Life of the Church  

L: Give thanks to the One who is coming to save us!  
P: Hear the voice crying in the wilderness John 1:23 
      “Make straight the way of the Lord” 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made; 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Joy 

 
Prelude Lo, How a Rose E’r Blooming arr. S. DeFord 

Jim Klein, piano and Katie Staudt, handbells 
 

(Please stand as you are able)  
Call to Worship 

L: My soul magnifies the Lord.       Luke 1:46b-47, 49 
P: My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  
L: The Mighty One has done great things. 
P: Holy is God’s name! 
L: Let us worship God! 

 
(Please remain standing) 
Opening Hymn #175 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 
  
(Please be seated) 
Call to Confession 
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Unison Prayer of Confession 
God of majesty and glory, Isa. 35:1-10 
we are thirsty for your grace. 
You made a way for us in the wilderness, 
and still, in our foolishness, we go astray. 
We hide our eyes from your presence. 
We do not listen to your word. 
We are lifeless when we ought to dance 
and speechless when we ought to sing. 
 
Forgive us, O Lord. 
Speak peace to our fearful hearts, 
strengthen our weak hands,  
and make firm our feeble knees 
as we seek to follow in your holy way. 

 
(Silent Confession)     
 
L:  Amen.  

 
(Please stand as you are able) 
Gloria Patri, Hymn #670  GLORIA PATRI (GRETOREX) 
 
Declaration of Pardon 
 

Passing of the Peace 
(Please be seated)   
 
Special Music Christmas Pastorale Joan Pinkston 

Dr. Craig Ralston, vocal solo and piano 
 
Call to Offering 

 
Offertory      In the Bleak Midwinter arr. B. Edstrom 

Jim Klein, piano and Katie Staudt, handbells 
  
(Please stand as you are able) 
Doxology, Hymn #668  OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 
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The Word 
 
Reading of Scripture  James 5:7-11 
 

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of 
suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard 
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 
Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
 

 L:  The Word of our Lord. 
 P:  Thanks be to God! 
 
(Please remain seated) 
Response, Hymn #53       Lift Up Your Heads LIFT UP YOUR HEADS 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Reading of Scripture Matthew 11:1-14 
 

11 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there 
to teach and preach in their cities. 

 

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then 
did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, 
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“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
        who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 

11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is 
to come. 

 
 L:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 P:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  “Are You For Real, Jesus?”           

The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

(Please remain seated) 
Communion Hymn #405 In Remembrance RED 
 
Words of Institution 
 L: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
  In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 
            that all those who believe in him should not perish, 
            but have eternal life. 
 
  We give thanks to you for the salvation 
            you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
           that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
            as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 P: Amen, Come Lord Jesus. 

 
 L: In the night in which he was betrayed 
            Our Lord Jesus took bread, 
            And gave thanks; broke it, 
            And gave it to his disciples, 
            Saying: Take and eat; 
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            This is my body, given for you. 
      Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 P: (Take the bread and eat together.) 
 
 L: Again after supper, 
            He took the cup, gave thanks, 
           And gave it for all to drink, 
          Saying: This cup is  
            the new covenant in my blood, 
           Shed for you and for all people 
            For the forgiveness of sin. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 P: (Take the cup and drink together.) 
  
Lord’s Prayer, Hymn #431 The Lord’s Prayer MALOTTE 

 
 Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Sending 
Benediction 
 
Postlude O Holy Night arr. Faye López 

Dr. Craig Ralston 
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Are You For Real, Jesus? 
Matthew 11:1-14 

Pastor Dan Storvick 
 

Whether in comfort or distress, quiet times or challenges, we may ask, like John the Baptist, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” “Are you for real, Jesus?” 

“Whether your faith is that there is a God or that there is not a God, if you don't have any doubts, 
you are either kidding yourself or asleep. Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith. They keep it 

awake and moving.”  (F. Buechner, Wishful Thinking.) 
 

Seven suggestions from the Bible for facing and dealing with legitimate doubts: 
 

___ REALIZE: The life of faith is no cake walk.  
“When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, . . .he [asked], ’Are you the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?’ . . . John was beheaded” (Matthew 10:3-4; 14:10). 
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” 
(Luke 9:23). (Also Hebrews 12:4-7). 
___ RECALL: God’s past goodness to you. 
“I remember the days of old. I ponder all your great works and think about what you have done” 
(Psalm 143:5). 
 “I recall all you have done, O LORD; I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago” (Psalm 
77:11). (Also Psalm 23:6; Hebrews 10:32). 
___ RECITE The Promises 
“I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). 
“Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. Let your good spirit lead me” (Psalm 143:10). 
___ RELY: God Keeps His Word. 
“Not one word has failed of all the good promises He made through His servant Moses” (1 Kings 
8:56). 
“God is not human . . . that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he 
promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19). 
___ REQUEST—His Help.  
“Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not 
known” (Jeremiah 33:3). 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” 
(Matthew 7:7). 
___ REPORT Jesus said, “Go and tell John.” 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see . . .” (Matthew 11:4) 
“So they  . . . charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John 
answered . . . ‘We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.’” (Acts 4:18-20). 
___ RESUME Get back in the game. 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God” 
(Hebrews 12:1-2). 
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Assisting in Worship: 
Liturgist: Eileen Klein 

Ushers: Beth Wingate, Sharon Tootle, Sandy Stamper, Jean Risdon 
Larry & Shirley Culver, Mike Vest & Lolly Platt 

Greeter and Coffee Fellowship Coordinator: Karen Thorstad 
 

Mountain Reformed Church 
Mailing address: 1925 Timber Point West, Prescott, AZ 86303 

www.mountainreformed.org 
 

Tom Ruloff, President: truloff@yahoo.com; 810-459-8091 
Sharon Tom, Vice President: sharonctom@yahoo.com; 415-722-9789 

Linda Hoover, Treasurer: linda@lindahooveraccounting.com; 928-499-0409 
Larry Culver, Director at Large: lgculverpc@gmail.com; 623-229-6137 

Ryan Gastonguay, Director at Large/Minister of Music: ryan@mountainreformed.org; 928-277-6428 
 
Welcome to Mountain Reformed Church! 
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today! The vision of our 
church is to provide an open door to relationship with God for all through worship, 
teaching God’s Word, and by celebrating with music and the arts. Our mission is simple: 
All Glory to God! Our church is independent and non-denominational, with a theology 
based in the reformed way of being Christian. Please see our website at 
www.mountainreformed.org for more information about our church. 
 
Facility Fund 
We are growing! MRC is now looking for a semi-permanent location and we are creating 
a facility fund to support this effort. If you would like to contribute, please write “facility 
fund” on your offering envelope.  
 
Space Needs 
MRC is in need of at least a single garage-sized space to meet our current storage needs. 
Please contact Tom Ruloff if you have space available or have connections to a feasible 
option.   
 
November Benevolence Offering  
Thank you, MRC family! Our Benevolence Offering for the month of November went to 
benefit the Community Cupboard. 131 pounds of goods and $260 in funds were donated! 
Thank you so much for your generosity, friends. These donations will help many in need 
within our community! 
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Daily Texts 2023 
The 2023 edition of Daily Texts is now available for ordering. Go to 
GroundUpGrace.com or call 763-260-1507 to order. $13.95 plus postage. If you would 
like more information about this text, please contact the Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick 
(dastorvick@gmail.com or 928-710-0835). 
 
Pastor on Call 
The Rev. Dr. Gene Grimm will be the Pastor on Call for the rest of the calendar year. If 
you would like to get in touch, feel free to email eugenegrimm@me.com or call 928-925-
6057. 
 
MRC Name Badges 
If you would like an MRC name badge, please send your name as it should appear to 
Mary Bricker: marybricker18@gmail.com and she will have one made.  
 
Prayer Ministry and Prayer Chain 
Prayer cards are now available at the usher’s table. If you would like to be a part of our 
prayer ministry and prayer chain, please indicate this on your welcome card. Lyndi 
Peacock coordinates this ministry, and she will send prayer requests to you by email: 
lyndi@milehighlending.com. You can also call or text Lyndi at 928-899-2085. 
 
Card Ministry 
Cards for encouragement, celebration, sympathy, get well, birthdays, and more can be 
mailed out via our Card Ministry. Sheri Simpson, Carolyn Peterson, Lyndi Peacock, and 
Beth Wingate are coordinating this ministry and can always use donations of cards and 
stamps. Please let us know if you have someone whose day would be brightened by 
receiving a card from Mountain Reformed Church! Please email Sheri: 
charlieandsheri@gmail.com. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers in several areas to help facilitate worship. If you would like to help, 
please let us know! We need Ushers, Liturgists, Coffee Fellowship Helpers, Setup 
Assistants, Sound Technicians, and Camera Operators. 
 
 

12/4/2022 Worship Attendance: 225 
Bank Balances as of 12/6/2022: $37,133 

 
 


