July 3, 2022 - 10:30 AM
Proper 9
Gathering
Words of Greeting and Life of the Church
L: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
P: And also with you!
L: This is the day that the Lord has made;
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

My Country ‘Tis of Thee
Dr. Craig Ralston

Faye López

(Please Stand)
Call to Worship
L: Please stand for our Call to Worship.
P:

Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful:
give thanks in holy remembrance.

L:

Let us worship God!

(Please Remain Standing)
Opening Hymn #645

Battle Hymn of the Republic

(Please Be Seated)
Call to Confession
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Ps. 30:4

BATTLE HYMN

Unison Prayer of Confession
Source of all that gives us life,
we have turned away from your authority
to our own small concerns.
Forgive us for our failure to bear one another’s
burdens,
for boasting of anything but your cross,
for believing in our own power to justify
our lives,
and for denying your call to take comfort in
you alone.
Lead us to the river of life
that in all we do, we may honor your name.
(Silent Confession)
L: Amen.
(Please Stand)
Gloria Patri, Hymn #670

GLORIA PATRI (GRETOREX)

Declaration of Pardon
Passing of the Peace
(Please Be Seated)
Special Music

God Bless America
Sunday Afternoon Barbershop Quartet

arr. Greg Lyne

Day By Day
Jim Klein, piano; Katie Staudt, handbells

Kirby Shaw

Call to Offering
Offertory

(Please Stand)
Doxology, Hymn #668

BLOTT EN DAG

OLD HUNDREDTH

Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication
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The Word
Reading of Scripture
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:

P:

L:
P:

Psalm 103:1-2, 4, 8, 11-13, 17, 22

1

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
4
Who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and
mercy.
8
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.
11
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward
those who fear him.
12
As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions
from us.
13
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to
those who fear him. 17 But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children.
22
Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
2

The Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God!

(Please Remain Seated)
Response, Hymn #8

Bless the Lord, O My Soul

BLESS THE LORD

Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Matthew 5:1-12

1

One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and
sat down. His disciples gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them.
3

“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
4
God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5
God blesses those who are humble,
for they will inherit the whole earth.
6
God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice,
for they will be satisfied.
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7

God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8
God blesses those whose hearts are pure,
for they will see God.
9
God blesses those who work for peace,
for they will be called the children of God.
10
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
11

“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you
and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12 Be
happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven.
L:
P:
Sermon

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
“God Bless America – America Bless God!”
The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
(Please Remain Seated)
Communion Hymn #405
L:

In Remembrance

RED

These are the gifts of God for the people of God!
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread,
and after giving thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat.
This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
(take the bread and eat together)
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.
(take the cup and drink together)
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of
the risen Lord, until he comes. Thanks be to God for these gracious gifts!
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Let us pray:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:

Creator of all, just as this broken bread was first scattered upon the
hills, then was gathered and became one,
so may your church be gathered from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom.
Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and forget not all God’s benefits.
We thank you, O God,
that through Word and Sacrament
you have given us your Son
who is the true bread from heaven
and food of eternal life.

Lord’s Prayer, Hymn #431

The Lord’s Prayer

MALOTTE

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Sending
Benediction
Postlude

America, the Beautiful
Dr. Craig Ralston

Flowers today say Happy Birthday USA!
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Heather Sorenson

God Bless America—America Bless God!
Genesis 12:1-4; Matthew 5:1-11
Pastor Daniel A. Storvick
What is a Blessing?
BLESSED: (Hebrew, barak; Greek, makarios) happy, to be envied, fortunate, looked
upon with favor. When God extends His benefits--the advantages He confers.
Blessing Is A Two Way Street. God Blesses Us; WE Bless God
Bless, blessed, blessing, etc. appear 516X in the Bible. And nearly 100 of those
appearances are about blessing God.
God Blesses Us. To man it is a benefit. God blesses us in many ways, spiritually, physically,
emotionally, nationally, etc.
Blessed When You Trust in Jesus. (John 20:29).
Blessed When You Are Forgiven. (Romans 4:7).
Blessed When God Gets Your Attention Through Difficulties. (Mat 5:3-11).
Blessed When You Read, Listen To, Obey God’s Word. (Rev. 1:3).
It’s A Two-Way Street: God blesses Us; We Bless God
We Bless God. To God it is adoration; to kneel. In other words, to turn our heads, hearts,
hands and habits toward God in Prayer, Praise, Thanksgiving, and Obedience We give God our
loyalty, our attention, and our obedience. Man’s blessing God is an expression of praising
thankfulness.
Bless the Lord for His Bounty (Deuteronomy 8:10)
Bless the Lord, Gratefully “Returning the Favor” Because He Is The Giver of Blessings
(Psalm 145:10).
Bless the Lord for All His Benefits (Psalm 103:2)
What is the Purpose of the Blessing? To BE a Blessing!
How to BE a Blessing.
BE a Blessing? Really? (Genesis 12:1-4).
Be a Good Citizen. (Romans 13:1-7).
Be a Blessing to others (Matthew 25:40; Matthew 18:5; Matthew 10:42).
Be a People of God (Psalm 33:12).
Blessings come TO you . . . and THROUGH you.
The rural preacher, Bob, Becky, Mary, Pat, Dodie, Evelyn, and Nolan Blessed God by blessing
others. Care to add YOUR name to the list?
“I am only One”
I am only one, but I am still one.
I cannot do everything, but still I can do something.
And because I cannot do everything I will not refuse000
To do the something that I can do.
--Helen Keller
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Assisting in Worship:
Liturgist: Tommy Keenan
Ushers: Beth Wingate, Sharon Tootle, Sandy Stamper, Jean Risdon
Larry & Shirley Culver, Mike Vest & Lolly Platt
Greeter and Coffee Fellowship Coordinator: Karen Thorstad
Mountain Reformed Church
Mailing address: 1925 Timber Point West, Prescott, AZ 86303
www.mountainreformed.org
Welcome to Mountain Reformed Church!
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today! The vision of our
church is to provide an open door to relationship with God for all through worship,
teaching God’s Word, and by celebrating with music and the arts. Our mission is simple:
All Glory to God! Our church is independent and non-denominational, with a theology
based in the reformed way of being Christian. Please see our website at
www.mountainreformed.org for more information about our church.
Pastor on Call
The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick will be the MRC Pastor on Call through July 11. If you would
like to get in touch, feel free to email dastorvick@gmail.com or call 928-710-0835.
MRC Men’s Fellowship
The men of Mountain Reformed Church will have their monthly breakfast tomorrow,
July 4, at Zeke's Eatin' Place in Frontier Village at 8am. All men are welcome and
encouraged to join in!
MRC Women’s Ministry
Our meetup for this month will be held Saturday July 16th 1pm at the home of Sharon
Tom. We will be enjoying snacks and fellowship while brainstorming for our current and
upcoming mission projects! Please email lyndi@milehighlending.com if you need further
information about this event.
MRC Name Badges
If you would like an MRC name badge, please send your name as it should appear to
Mary Bricker: marybricker18@gmail.com and she will have one made.
Page 7 of 8

MRC Bulletin and Weekly Email
Would you like to place an announcement in the Sunday bulletin or “This Week at
Mountain Reformed Church” email? Please send your info to Emily Lawhead at
ejlawhead@gmail.com. The deadline is Monday evening of each week for the coming
weekend, but we always appreciate as much notice as possible.
Prayer Ministry and Prayer Chain
Prayer cards are now available at the usher’s table. If you would like to be a part of our
prayer ministry and prayer chain, please indicate this on your welcome card. Lyndi
Peacock coordinates this ministry, and she will send prayer requests to you by email:
lyndi@milehighlending.com. You can also call or text Lyndi at 928-899-2085.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer shawls serve as a tangible reminder of God’s love for those who are walking
through difficult times. A prayer shawl can bring great comfort! Shawls can also be given
in celebration of milestones such as graduations, weddings, and new babies. Our shawls
are lovingly created by Sharon Tom, Barbara Poland, Sheri Simpson, and Debra Ochoa.
Please let us know if you have someone who needs a prayer shawl! Recipients do not
have to be local. Anyone with a love for knitting or crochet is welcome to participate in
this ministry as well. Please email Sharon: sharonctom@yahoo.com.
Card Ministry
Cards for encouragement, celebration, sympathy, get well, birthdays, and more can be
mailed out via our Card Ministry. Sheri Simpson, Carolyn Peterson, Lyndi Peacock, and
Beth Wingate are coordinating this ministry and can always use donations of cards and
stamps. Please let us know if you have someone whose day would be brightened by
receiving a card from Mountain Reformed Church! Please email Sheri:
charlieandsheri@gmail.com.
Volunteers Needed
We need volunteers in several areas to help facilitate worship. If you would like to help,
please let us know! We need Ushers, Liturgists, Coffee Fellowship Helpers, Setup
Assistants, Sound Technicians, and Camera Operators.
Flowers
Sheri Simpson coordinates our Flower Ministry. If you would like to commemorate a
special occasion by providing flowers, please ask an usher to guide you to the flower
sign-up chart.
6/26/2022 Worship Attendance: 66
Bank Balances as of 6/29/2022: $23,151
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